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on this occasion. The chairman had said that the small purse of gold re-
presented the hearty sympathy of their people for the movement. They
might not all be able to go to prison, but they wished to show that they were
heart and soul in the movement. The Hindus of Durban extended a warm
welcome to their guests from India. When the announcement was made in the
papers of their coming, it gave a new hope to them in a time of darkness.
They felt that the hand of God was upon their movement. The chairman
mentioned one grievance which he was desirous of bringing to the notice
of Messrs Andrews and Pearson. That was the fact that many of their caste fel-
lows, who had the right of domicile, had been refused admittance by the
Immigration Officer, who took advantage of some slight flaw in their evidence
and sent them back to India, away from their friends, to face poverty there*
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239. LETTER TO MANUAL GANDHI
110, field street,
durban,
January 4, 1914
MY DEAR BOY,
I was delighted to receive your letter. In the first place, ever
since my discharge I have had not a minute's rest and I hardly
get full sleep any day. In the second place, there were so many
to whom I should have written, that I thought I would neglect you
all and you would understand the reason why; but your letter com-
pels me to write to you. I think that, on your discharge,1 you will
see both mother and me. Ramdas is looking well and has done well*
Devdas has proved a hero. He has developed a sense of responsi-
bility which was unexpected. Purbhoodas did almost equally well,
but he is not so quick as Devdas. All the women folk are well and
are looking forward to meeting you all. I am sorry that you
were not able to read much. I think that, if you approach the
Magistrate for more books, he will grant you the permission and
you may remind him that you had all the books you desired
granted to you at Johannesburg and elsewhere. You will be
pleased to hear that I had become a most industrious student at
Bloemfontein and I was sincerely sorry to have my studies inter-
rupted. I gave about eight hours a day to solid reading and writ-
ing, principally Tamil. The authorities kindly gave me every
1 Manilal Gandhi was serving a three months' sentence for participating
in the passive resistance movement.

